B RUTUS

battle, to estimate the number of men in the enemy army,,
and natural instinct generally leads them to over-estimate
the number of those they can see. But if one is so unwise as to-
let such ideas get about, or to give currency to exaggerated
estimates of the enemy's forces, the trouble of it is that
every cavalry colonel who goes on a reconnaissance sees
an army-corps, and every scout-captain half a dozen
battalions. , . . I repeat it: in war, the morale and opinions
of the army are more than half the battle. Great com-
manders always take care to give it out that their own troops
are in overwhelming numbers, and to induce the enemy
to believe it, whilst to their own army they represent the
enemy as hopelessly inferior. It is the first time I have ever
known a general understate the number of his own men
and overstate that of the enemy.
., xix, 15933.]
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ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION

TO  COUNT FOUCHE", MINISTER OF POLICE

SCHONBRUNN, October 12,1809.

TO-DAY, during parade, a young man of 17, the son of a
Lutheran minister at Erfurt, tried to approach me. He was
arrested by the officers: suspicion was excited by his
appearance of anxiety: he was searched, and was found to
be in possession of a dagger, I had him brought before me*
and the wretched young fellow, who seemed to be quite
well educated, told me that he intended to assassinate me
in order to rid Austria of the presence of the French. I
found no traces of religious or political fanaticism in him.
He didn't seem to understand that Brutus was a murderer.
The fit of exaltation into which he had worked himself
prevented my discovering any more. He will be questioned
when he is cold and hungry, but possibly nothing will come
of it. He will be tried by a military court.